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Message on the Observance of Kwanzaa

December 20, 2001

I am pleased to send warm greetings to
all who are celebrating Kwanzaa.

Established in 1966, Kwanzaa represents
an African-American and Pan-African holi-
day celebrating family, community, and cul-
ture. The seven-day observance, beginning
December 26 and ending January 1, serves
as a special time to recognize and reaffirm
the Nguzo Saba, or Seven Principles, of
African culture. These are unity, self-deter-
mination, collective work and responsibility,
cooperative economics, purpose, creativity,
and faith.

Kwanzaa provides an opportunity for
people of African heritage, regardless of
their religious background or faith, to come
together and to show reverence for their
Creator and creation, to commemorate the

past, to recommit to high ideals, and to
celebrate the good in life. These life-affirm-
ing traditions take on particular resonance
this year, as the United States and the
world face new challenges to peace. As in-
dividuals, families, and communities take
part in this celebration of unity and of en-
during values, I extend best wishes to peo-
ple throughout the globe for a wonderful
and memorable Kwanzaa.
Best wishes on this special occasion.

GEORGE W. BuUsH

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 26.
An original was not available for verification
of the content of this message.

Remarks Welcoming General Tommy R. Franks and an Exchange With

Reporters in Crawford, Texas
December 28, 2001

The President. Good morning. As you
can see, I've invited a guest to come to
the ranch. Tommy Franks is no stranger
to Texas. After all, he was raised in Mid-
land, Texas. And I'm looking forward to
taking him over to the house here in a
minute to say hello to Laura. Both of them
went to Midland Lee High School, at about
the same time.

But Tommy has just come back from
the Afghan theater. He gave me a full
briefing on what he saw and what he heard.
We just got off of a teleconference with
the national security team, to discuss his
trip and to discuss what’s taking place in
Afghanistan.

I want to thank you for coming, Tommy.
I am real proud of the military, and I'm
proud of the commander. Tommy has done
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everything we've asked. He is fulfilling the
mission with patience and discipline and
success. He’s a down-to-earth, no-nonsense
guy, precisely the kind of man we need
to lead a complex mission such as this.

You know, a couple of months ago, a
lot of people said that this administration
and our military really weren’t sure what
we were doing. But I had confidence all
along, and the reason why I did—con-
fidence in the success of what we set out
to do—was because I had a chance to be
briefed by Tommy Franks on the strategy
and on the plan and on how we were going
to use our United States military. And he
hasn’t let us down. The country needs to
be proud of the military, and one reason
that I'm so pleased to welcome Tommy
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